
RESPECT THE PASSAGE!
“...the voice of the living God...”   (Deuteronomy 5:26)

God’s Word comes to us today in the Bible.  That Word is not merely a 
Word God has spoken in the past.  It is the Word of the living God and 
therefore a Word that  continues to speak to us today.  The Bible thus 
presents words of truth, power and relevance which speak into our actual 
situations.  Because they are the words of a Sovereign God, they are words 
that he has ordained should be spoken at the time and place they are spoken 
and into the lives and situations of the people God has providentially 
ordained should be there.
But  the Word of God is not  merely the revelation of God.  It  is the message 
of God - the Gospel Good News of God.  The Bible doesn’t  merely contain 
the Gospel.  The Bible is the Gospel, foreshadowed in the Old Testament 
and fulfilled in the New Testament.  Every page, paragraph and verse of the 
Bible is therefore a Gospel message.
But  the Word of God is not merely a message within the world.  Because it 
is the message of the Creator God, it  is the message for which the universe 
was created and for which Christ died.  It  is the message by which God 
pursues his ultimate purposes to be glorified.  It is therefore the most 
important  message in existence.  It  is truth - ultimate truth.  Any other 
‘truth’ in our world that  is not  connected to and derived from the Gospel is 
therefore incomplete and decontextualized.  As such it is a half-truth.  And 
a half-truth is a falsehood.  The truth of the Bible is the truth from which all 
other truths in our universe derive and without  which all other ‘truths’ in 
our universe are false.  The Bible’s message is light in a world in darkness 
(John 1:4-5).
But  we must  go further.  The message of the Word of God, the Bible, is also 
a teaching package.  Every part  of it  has been structured to convey a 
message.  Its material has been grouped and arranged thematically in order 
to serve that  purpose.  You don’t have to create a teaching package from the 
passage or verse.  It is one!
Therefore when you consider a paragraph or verse from the Bible you are 
looking at  a divinely-constructed Gospel teaching package, a living Word 
from the living God who has equipped you to teach the most important 
message in existence into the lives and situations of people he will have 
providentially gathered together for that very purpose.  It  is light in 
darkness.
Respect it as such!


