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THINKING (3) 
TRUE THINKING: 
Ephesians 3:3-4 

CORRUPT THINKING: 
James 3:13-16 
Subjectivism 

Pragmatism 

THINKING IN THE SERVICE OF GOD: 
James 3:17-18 

THINKING’S ENEMY: 
Anti-Intellectual Pillar Texts: 
1.  2 Corinthians 10:4-5 - “Thinking won’t destroy sin!” 
Answer: “Yes, God does work supernaturally...” 
Acts 26:17-18 
1 Corinthians 12:3 
Matthew 16:17 

“...but thoughtful reasoning is the means he uses.” 
Acts 17:2-4 
Acts 19:8-9 

2.  2 Corinthians 4:4 - “Thinking won’t show the glory of Christ!” 
Answer: “True - but God’s ordained means of supernatural conversion is the open 
statement of the truth.” 
2 Corinthians 4:2 
2 Corinthians 4:5 

3.  Romans 5:5 - “Thinking won’t make us holy!” 
Answer: “But engaging thoughtfully with God’s Word is the means God has ordained to 
make us holy.” 
John 17:17 
4.  Acts 4:13 - “Jesus used uneducated men - so thinking is wrong!” 



Answer: “But academic learning is not the same as thinking.” 
2 Timothy 2:7 

5.  1 Corinthians 1:20 - “God has made foolish the wisdom of the world!” 

6.  Luke 10:21 - “God hides his truth from the wise and understanding and reveals it to 
little children!” 

Answers to #5 & 6:  
Luke 10:17-24 
What gave Jesus joy? 

Who are the “little children”? 

Who are “the wise and understanding”? 

1 Corinthians 1:17-2:16 
To what is God committed in 1:19 & 27? 

What two wisdoms are being compared throughout this passage? 

What does the wisdom of God constitute, according to 1:23-24? 

If successful, what would the wisdom of the world do, according to 1:17?  Why? 

What therefore is at stake between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of the world? 

Why, then, does God “make foolish the wisdom of the world” (1:20)? 

How important is it that he should make foolish the wisdom of the world? 

How does Isaiah 2:17 support this? 

Who can we now say are the “little children” of Luke 10:21? 

And “the wise and understanding”? 

Do these two passages constitute arguments against thinking?  If not, what are they warning 
us against? 

Is Jesus’ rejoicing of Luke 10:21 going to be shared with anyone?  If so, who?


