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LIMITED ATONEMENT 
INTRODUCTION: 
The centrality of the cross... 
Romans 5:9, 1 Peter 3:18, 1 John 1:7 
But is this true? 

General Atonement (Arminianism): (or ‘Universal Redemption’): Christ died to save all people - 
but only potentially, on the condition that they believe. 

Limited Atonement (Calvinism): (also ‘Particular Redemption’, ‘Definite Atonement’ or ‘Effective 
Redemption’) 
The death of Christ effectively purchased the certain redemption of those upon whom God The 
Father had already chosen to set his free electing love. 

Which Is Right? 
Does Jesus’ death merely make salvation a possibility?  Or does it actually save?   
Is Jesus a hypothetical saviour?  Or is he the Saviour? 
At issue is not the scope of the atonement but the nature of the atonement.  Is it saving?  Or merely 
potentially saving? 
1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 
1 Timothy 1:15 

Scriptural Texts for Limited Atonement: 
Matthew 1:21 
Hebrews 2:17 
Matthew 26:28 
Mark 10:45 
Hebrews 9:27-28 
John 10:11, 14-15 
John 11:51-52 
John 17:9 
Ephesians 5:25 
Revelation 13:8 

Arminian Pillar Texts: 
1 John 2:2 
2 Peter 2:1 

Benefits of Limited Atonement: 
1.  Humbles 
2.  Assures 
3.  Comforts - Romans 8:29-32 
4.  Encourages 
5.  Makes gracious 
6.  Guards Gospel coherence 
7.  Empowers evangelism 
8.  Gives glory to God 

Answering the question: “Did Jesus die for me?”  



UNDERSTANDING 1 JOHN 2:2 

John’s First Epistle: 
“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.”  (1 John 2:2) 

Is John here teaching General Atonement?  In isolation it might seem so.  But we must respect the 
Authorship of the Bible and not interpret it in ways that make it inconsistent and self-contradictory.  
Consider: 

BY THE SAME WRITER - INSPIRED, OF COURSE, BY THE SAME AUTHOR - GOD 
THE HOLY SPIRIT: 

John’s Gospel: 
“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”  (John 10:11) 

“I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.  And I have other sheep that are not of this 
fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.”  (John 10:14-16) 

“...but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock.  My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 
is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”  (John 10:26-29) 

1 John 1:2 therefore cannot mean General Atonement.  So how should we understand 1 John 1:2? 

COMPARE: 
“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”  
(1 John 2:2) 

 “...he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only but also to gather 
into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.”  (John 11:51-52) 

The two above passages, linked by their “not only... but also” structure, are comparable.  Therefore 
“the whole world” (1 John 2:2) seems to be an expression of “the children of God who are 
scattered abroad” (John 11:52). 

The phrase “the whole world” in 1 John 2:2 therefore describes the elect of the non-Jewish world - 
scattered geographically and down through time.  John is rightly and deliberately conferring a 
universal reach to the atonement, not teaching General Atonement.  He is also making the point that 
Jesus is the only Saviour for the world.  In that sense Jesus is the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world because there is no other propitiation for the sins of the world.   

This understanding is now entirely consistent with the Bible’s overall (Limited Atonement) 
message: 

John’s Revelation 

“And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 
were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation...”  (Revelation 5:9) 



HOW NOT TO PREACH THE GOSPEL: 

“Jesus died for you.  Therefore believe in him.  If you don’t you’ll 
turn him into a failed Saviour whose death serves no purpose.  
That would be very sad for you (and would let down Him who has 
taken such trouble to try and save you).  Pity the Saviour!  He died 
for you!  He’s done everything he can.  Go on - do the decent 
thing.  Make it worth his sacrifice.  It’s up to you...” 

HOW TO PREACH THE GOSPEL: 

Proclaim as truth from God which all are required to believe and 
act on the following 4 facts: 

1.  All are helpless sinners (totally depraved), separated from God 
and without any ability whatever to save themselves. 

2.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the only and perfect Saviour 
for sinners, even the worst.  For all who trust in him, Jesus’ death 
has washed away their sins, completely and righteously satisfied 
God’s wrath upon those sins and accounted to them Jesus’ perfect 
righteousness. 

3.  God The Father, God The Son and God The Holy Spirit have 
promised that all who know themselves to be sinners and entrust 
themselves to Christ as Saviour shall be forgiven, received and 
reconciled to God without exception.  This is the certain, infallible 
and consistent message of all Scripture that lies at the heart of the 
Gospel. 

4.  God has made repentance and faith a duty, requiring every 
person who hears the Gospel to cast themselves without 
reservation upon Christ as the all-sufficient Saviour promised by 
the Gospel and able to deliver and save all that come to Him.


