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“Train up a child in the way he should 
go; even when he is old he will not 

depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6



Introduction 
• The throne of grace (Hebrews 4:14-16, page 1205). 

Aim of the course:  

• We want to help you to raise your children to know to love the Lord 

Jesus Christ for themselves.  

How to achieve that aim:  

• 1) Look at what the Bible says about parenting. (Session 1) 

• 2) Work out what that might look like in practice. (Session 2) 

Single parents:  

• Single parents have a special place in God’s heart (Psalm 68:5, pg 

578). 



What is Christian parenting? 

The goal of parenting 

• To bring up children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord 

(Ephesians 6:4, 1178). 

The responsibility of parenting  

• Fathers, take the lead (Ephesians 6:4, pg 1178). 

• “My son” (Proverbs 1:8; 2:1; 3:1, 11; 4:1  pgs 634-637). 

What’s at stake 

• The child’s eternal destiny (Matthew 25:31-32, pg 1002). 

• Our happiness (Proverbs 17:21 pg 651; 10:1 pg 643). 

• No greater joy (3 John 4, pg 1232). 



In groups: 

• Share one thing that has struck you so far about the Bible’s teaching 

on parenting. 

• Any questions on what we’ve heard so far? 

The size of the challenge 

• Folly is bound up in the heart of a child (Proverbs 22:15, pg 656). 

• We can’t leave the child to find their own way to God (Proverbs 

29:15, pg 663). 

Where and when does it start? 

• It starts in the home (Proverbs 1:8, pg 634). 

• It starts immediately (Proverbs 4:3-4). 



The method of parenting: 
1. Instruction (“go this way!”) 

• Teach the Word of God (the Gospel): 
(Psalm 78:4, pg 586)  
(Deuteronomy 6:6-7, pg 181) 
(1 Timothy 3:15, pg 1195) 

• Teaching children the Bible will take time & trouble: 

• Inspire! (Proverbs 4:4-9, pg 637) 

2. Discipline (“don’t go that way!”) 

• Good discipline is loving. (Hebrews 12:6, 1212) 

• Good discipline is vital. (Proverbs 23:13-14, pg 657) 

• Good discipline will give us delight. (Proverbs 29:17, pg 663) 

• The duty of the child. (Ephesians 6:1) 



Mistakes to avoid in discipline: 

• Provoking the child to anger (Ephesians 6:4, pg 1178). 

• Discouraging the child (Colossians 3:21, pg 1185). 

3. Modelling it yourself (“copy me!”) 

• Imitate Christ so they can imitate you. (1 Corinthians 11:1, pg 1153) 

• Be a model of good works. (Titus 2:7, pg 1201)  

• Lead the way in repentance & forgiveness. (Matthew 6:12, pg 978) 

4. Tailored to the child 

• (Proverbs 22:6, pg 655) 

• Train up a child = Dedicate to God 



• In the way he should go = Appropriate to the child: 

- The age of the child 

- The capacity of the child 

- The personality of the child 

• Teenagers 

• Resources 




